


GURU TEGH BAHADUR

by
Raja Sir Daljit Singh ==

LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT, PUNJAB.



CHAPTER
|

Il
111
1V

\'

VII

VIII

IX

XI

XII

XIII

X1V

CONTENTS,

Parentage and birth
Finding of the Guru by one Makhan Shah
Early life

Machinations of Dhir Mal, the Guru's cousin,
against him. Guru's first sermon

The Guru visits Golden Temple at Amritsar
when the priests would not admit him inside
the temple

Town of Anandpur is founded by the Gury

The Guru starts on a tour of preaching
through Bagar tract in southern Punjab.
He preaches the leading of a righteous and
harmless life . %

The Guru visits Krukhshetra. He teaches to
bathe in the sacred tank of the heart and to
be pure within. He prohibits smoking

The Guru prevents his followers from be-
coming Sannyasis or mendicants, and
teaches to seek the Lord in their own hearts

At Allahabad. Surrender the self to the Lord
and be devoted to Him

At Benares. The recitation of the Lord’s
Name gives happiness

At Sahasaram  The Guru blesses and teaches
a devoted old woman

At Gaya. Futility of offering cakes to the
dead

At Patna. Discourse with Yogis

Paqn

|
A
5

l\

16
19

29

3

33

41

43
47



CHAPTER
XV The Guru travels
Kamrup (Assam
Singh of Jaipur

XVl One is unhappy because he is slave to his
desires of which he should be the master

\VIl The Guru reaches Kamrup (Assat along with
Raja Ram Singh and brings about recon
ciliation between the king of Assam and
Raja Ram Singh and thus all bloodshed

through Bengal and reaches
) along with Raja Rapy

was avoided
XVIIl Vairagya of detachment (To work without

selfish right)
XIX Caste has no significance. All are children

of one Father
xX ¢“Haumain’ or [-am-ness is the cause of

rebirth
XXt The great ««Achambhav’’ or Wonder

XXII Working of karamas and how they affect the
future life
XXI1I The Guru leaves Patna for Anandpur. Parting
sermon at Patna
XX]V Sermon at Lucknow on the mind and immor-
tality
XXV The Guru visits Ambala, Rupar and Kiratpur
XXVI Ata certain age one should free himself from
. worldly attachments
V .
Xxv]l]l[ I:av‘es Kiratpur. Sermon on detachment
gain settles at Anandpur

e '

10!



E.
T
L4
X

C mar m

ANIN  MHankering after the objects of the Senses is
mever satiated by the fulfilment of a desire
AAN The obpect of Lite
AANTD The mund s restiess and becomes un(ul on
socount of dewre
NANH Thwe Gury sends for his son (:ovmd llu
from Patna

AN Man Daw »n ealightened

AANIVY  Kashouri Brahmins approach the Guru and
he promumes to offer himsell for sacrifice
AXXY  Advice 19 mother and wife
AAXVE  The Gury leaves for Delhi and makes his ﬁrst
halt at Saifabad and stays with Saifuddin
a devotee of his
AXXVH Discourse with Miran Shah
AAXVIIL  Leaves Saifabad
AAXIX  Duties of Rulers
X1 Forgivencss a great virtue
X11 Recitation of Lord’s Name, charity and
purity of body arc great arts .
XLII lacarceration in the Agra fort .
XLJH leterview with Aurangzeb The Fmpcrot
presses the Guru to embrace lilam
XLIV The Guru sends message to his family
XLV Cosversstion with Sakhi Shah -
XLVI The Guru preaches 10 Mwiovmcdhﬂ‘
i@ the prisos bouse
XLVI] Preaches against jealousy and back-

Pace

103
106

108

110
112

114
118

121
124
127
129

132

136
137

140
144
145

149

151



Crartm
v

XLiN
L

Ll

L
L

LIV
LV

Coaversation with the officer in charge of the

prisoa
Martyrdom of Mati Dass
Quzi complains against the Guru
Aurangzed again urges the Guru to embface

Isdam

Teachings as to how to live

Aurangzeb again asks the Guru to accept
Islam as his religion :

Martyrdom of the Guru

After the martyrdom

Preface to the couplets (shlokas) of Guru Tegh
Bahacur

The Verses

192
154
197

159
164)

163
164
169



Guru Tegh Bahadur was ninth in succession from Guru

Nanak, the founder of the Sikh religion. Special mention is to be
made of Guru Tegh Bahadur for he was the first and perhaps the
only one who sacrificed his life for the sake of the millions suffer-
ing under the rule of the bigoted emperor Aurangzeb; and com-
-pletely observed the spiritual rule of non-retaliation, non-violence
“and ready suffering.

This Guru was the youngest son of Guru Har Govind the
sixth Guru and was born in 1622 A. D. (Baisakh Krishna Paksh
Samvat 1679). Guru Har Govind's eldest son Baba Gurditta had

predeceased his father. Gurditta’s son Har Rai was appointed
Guru when he was almost of the same age as Tegh Bahadur.

Guru Har Rai died at the age of thirty. He had appointed
his young son Har Kishan as the Guru but the boy had passed
away at the age of eight. Tegh Bahadur was Har Kishan’s grand
uncle, being the brother of Har Kishan’s grandfather. On his
death-bed Guru Har Kishan appointed Tegh Bahadur as the future
Guru. He could only utter these words about the future Guru,
«Baba is at Bakala”. Since Guru Har Kishan had not pronounced
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the name of Baba, the Sikhs were naturally confused as ¢, whe
the “Baba” was. Many other descendants of the Gurus thep liveg
at Bakala. On hearing these words uttered by the dying Gur,
each one of these descendants proclaimed himself the Gury The
Sikhs were still more confused. Tegh Bahadur however did not
proclaim himself the Guru.




One Makhan Shah, who originally belonged to the Punjab,

was 3 rich merchant carrying on business in Gujrat (Daccan) and
wis boat full of merchandise was caught in a storm at sea, Now

his Makhan Shah was a Sikh by faith and in that critical moment
be prayed to the Guru and promised to make an offering of five
bundred gold coins to the Guru if his ship were saved from being
destroyed. Eventually the ship reached the shore safely. The mer-
chant came to the Punjab to see the Guru and offered him his ‘bheta’
(promised offering). When he arrived in the Punjab he heard the
sad news of the demise of Guru Har Kishan ‘and the instructions
left by the Guru as to his successor. On this Makhan Shah along
with his men went to Bakala in search of the future Guru. On
reaching Bakala he heard that twenty-two persons proclaimed
themselves as the Guru. He thought over the matter ; then consul-
ted other Sikhs who had also come there to find the real Guru.
Then Makhan Shah devised a plan to test who the real Guru was.
He decided that he would go and offer one gold coin to each of
these self-constituted Gurus and even to other descendants of the
Gurus, and he who demanded five hundred coins, the amount of

the offering promised by him must be the real Guru. Accordingly
3
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Makhan Shah visited each of these andf oflt;cred zne gold Mohg,
ne of them. None of these demanded iy,
;?xixl:i::ddge:lgil(;hars. Makhan Shah and the other Sikhse w;:
much disappointed. Then on making further enquiries Makh,
Shah was told by the local men that there was a son of the |,
Guru Har Govind who also lived in Bakala, but that he seldop
came out of his house and was of a very retiring dispdsition. Ng;
did he proclaim himself the Guru. Makhan Shah decided to try
him also. The next morning he went to the house where Tegp
Bahadur lived. He requested an interview which was granted,

Makhan Shah went in, saluted Tegh Bahadur and made an offering
of one gold mohar. Tegh Bahadur smiled and asked Makhan

Shah where the rest of the promised offering was. On hearing
this Makhan Shah fell at the feet of the Guru and offered the
remaining 499 mohars. Then he went to the top of the house and
proclaimed ¢I have found the Guru.”” All the Sikhs who were

in Bakala hearing this announcement rushed to the house and
surrounded the Guru. Then they all realised that indeed Guru

Tegh Bahadur was the ‘Baba’ of the late Guru Har Kishan. Thus
with due ceremony Tegh Bahadur was installed as the ninth Guru.
The Guiu was very reluctant to accept the Guruship, but on
further consideration he said that he would accept it as he had to
perform a duty, in performing which he would have to make a

great sacrifice and of course he could not disobey the wishes of
the late Gury,
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In Bakala there Jived one Dhir Mall. He was a grandsop

of the sixth Guru and thus was a nephew of Guru Tegh Bahady,

When he heard that Tegh Bahadur had be.come the Gury
became very jealous. Dhir Mall had proved disloyal to his grapg.
father, and was thus comdemned by Guru Har Govind. S,
afterwards he conspired with his men to kill Guru Tegh Bahady,

and to plunder his house. One night his men attacked the house
of Guru Tegh Bahadur. Sihan, Dhir Mall’s trusted man, led this

dacoity. When they entered the house and began to plunder,
Guru Tegh Bahadur did not offer any resistance Sihan on the
other hand fired a shot at the Guru, which hit him near the
shoulder. After plundering the house these men took away every-
thing movable and decamped. Next morning, when Sikhs came
to the Guru’s house, they heard what had happened the previous
night. Without another word or without telling the Guru about
his intention Makhan Shah led all thesc Sikhs and attacked the
at the Gury, They t » hi)s, 1 so got hold of Slban. who had shot
Guru. They not only brouands 4 Gowmte W Dofuet O

ght back the property of the Guib,
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but also Dhir Mall’s property and the original manuscript of the |
Granth Sahib which Dhir Mall had taken away from his grand-

father’s house.

When these Sikhs came into the presence of the Guru they
found him meditating calmly. The Guru on seeing these Sikhs
said, “My friends what have you done ?”’

Sihan, whose hands were tied at his back fell at the feet of
the Guru and begged to be forgiven. He said, O True Guruy,

the protector of the poor, I take thy refuge. I am indeed a sinner,
but thou art the redeemer of sinners, therefore give me life by
forgiving me my sin. None in this world would forgive such a sin
as I have committed except you.” The Guru ordered these Sikhs
to untie the hands of Sihan, and forgave him his crime. The
Master then said to the Sikhs who had brought the property of
Dhir Mall. as follows : “‘Property belonging to Dhir Mall including
the Granth Sahib, as that was also in his possession when you
took it away, should be returned. O Sikhs, why covet other
people’s wealth 7 The holy Guru Nanak has given the wealth of
the sacred Name to his Sikhs You are instructed to lay ﬁp the
wealth of the Name, which will be useful here and in the next
world as well. Everything else is perishable and becomes the
cause of pain in manifold ways. The wealth of the Name is
imperishable and is superior to all other worldly objects and
wealth. My friends, this wealth is obtained in the company of

the holy. This wealth can neither be stolen, fire cannot consume

it, nor can it be drowned in water. In accumulating worldly
wealth sin is involved. We desire to take that which belongs to
others, we may acquire more than we deserve. This wealth can

be stolen by thieves, can be seized by the King. Fire can destroy
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it and earth can rot it >’

«At the time of death the separation from this v,

. . . . alth
n and misery. Having his mind fixed on it one g, Cay, !

The Master continued: ell» )

«Deluded mind hath been entangled with mammgp,

The more actions moved by avarice (gieed) are Performeq
the more one is bound (to the cycle of birth and death). '

I did not have understanding and was devoted to the objey,
(of the senses) and thus forgot to sing the praises of the Lord,

The Lord is ever with you which you did not realise ang
ran to the forest in search of Him.

The precious gem of the Name is in the heart, but one

does not know it,

Nanak, without being devoted to the Lord, life is in vain.”
(Jaitsri Mohalla 9)

Then Makhan Shah aproached the Guru with folded hands
and thus addressed the Master “O true King, thy words are like

Amrit, if we drink that Amrit we are sure to become immortal.
Let the property of Dhir Mall be returned to him as thou hast

ordered but Sihan must undergo the punishment for his heinous
crime. He should not be let off lightly,”

The Guru smiled and said, ““My friend, your wisdom is

influenced by the worst of passions, Krodh-wrath. Under the
effect of anger a man commits the worst of all deeds. He loses

control over his senses, mind and intellect, and does not discrimi-
nate between right and wrong, good or evil. It is anger which
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one commit sms zezmst his friemds., pereats and cwen

m2kes
the Guru. The amgry men’s soul burmeth. He czmmot 2t or
secp. and is ever tortured unmtidl be cam gratdfy b desire for

| reveage” And ke reawd the sayirg of the &fth Gemu from
. Sukhmani He saud, “Fire of lost and wrzth dssolves the body
. as gold melts under the effect of borzax.™ Tt does mot behove the
Sikhs of the Guru to a2llow anger to affect their semses 2nd mmd.
If the Sikhs of the Guru are also affected by these passions, thea

what is left for the path of discipleship. Remember -

“Anger dwells in the heart and under its effect masn loses
his semse. It (anger) tzkes away 2ll wisdom znd mekes ome
incapable of invoking his understanding (budh i)™

S

Contirved the Master, My friends, forgiveness is 2 great
virtie. To be able to exercise forgiveness is better than making
gifts or bathing at the sacred places and performing other zcts of
merit. says the holy Guru Nanak >

All the Sikhs impressed by the first sermon of their Gura
‘bowedin reverence to him Guru realising afresh that he was
indeed the true Guru.



